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I thank Dr. Yalcin et al. for their interest in our case report. As they point out, our case report has several limitation, which we would like to clarify. First, our article is a case report and, as such, the number of patients is very small. It needs to be noted that sugammadex has only recently become available in Japan and that the purpose of our study was to examine the potential efficacy of rocuronium-sugammadex as an alternative to succinylcholine for achieving muscle relaxation during electroconvulsive therapy (ECT). We recognize that large-scale prospective studies are needed to confirm the use of rocuronium-sugammadex as an alternative agent to succinylcholine. Secondly, the small sample size (n = 5) prevented the identification of a statistically significant difference in this study. In addition, the age of the subjects (relatively elderly, 62.8 ± 5.9 years) [1] and sugammadex dose (16 mg/kg) [2] used in this study may have had some effects on our results. Consequently, further study is needed to identify the optimal dose of sugammadex required for the reversal of rocuronium-induced muscle relaxation during ECT.
